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the Holy Scripture delivered by - of 
the Spirit, into which (x) Scrip- x Mar.22, 4 
ture ſo delivered, our faith is Bs. 29.30” 4 
nally reſolved, 3-29 
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Of God andafilic 
ly Trinity, 


of Lord our Hod is ia: Ta 
4) one: only iving, and 4 GED 
true God 3 whoſe (6) ſubſilterice *.4- "8 
1s in and of himſelf, (c) infinite in ies Y I 
Ye: and perfetion, whoſe Ef hoe 


ſence Eby | 


\ Encecannot' bevompretitnded i b, 
2ny bur himſelf; (4) a moſt pur 
Fitit, -(e) inviſible, without be 

F. #1171 Yy,/ parts, or paſſions, who only 

| — Deut. 4. hath immortality, dwelling in the 

35,06. light, which no man can af 

Þ 7Ma.z.6. Proach unto, who is (f ) immuts 

 g1king: ble, (og Yimmenſe, (b) eternal, 1 


+ 8-27,Jer. dbmprebeniible; (i) Almighty 


3 be iz. every way infivir, (4) molt holy; 
» 7 Get74 moft wiſe, moſt free, molt abſolute 


3 FRF) working all things according 


2 —— to the councel of his own immu- 
"a eable, and -moſt righgeous will, 
& mProns. (2) for his own glory, moſt lov- 
E,ann "08, gracions, merciful; long ſuffers 
Ew” gy abundapt in gogdnels a 
= w:\2 forphving- iniquity, -tran 
© # Exod. oreifion "Th fin, ay the reward- 


E- "6449 er of them that* diligently ſeek 
> o Nets. him, and withall moſt juſt,. (0) 


$2435. . and terrible 11 ' his judgements, 
| gel) hating all'fin; and who will 


_—_ 1 by ng means. Clear the q) guilty. 
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bs God 1 iuivia A+) wh ad 
lory, (t ode blefſednefs, rpg; 
4s. $7 Genſalf's 2 ts/alone It, 6g oh” 
and unto himſelf all-ſufficient, nor 52 arg: 
() ſtanding in need of any Creaz « Job, 2a, - 
ture which he hath made, nor de- » 3 
riving any glory from them, but - 1 > 3 
Fj onely manifeſting his own glory © | 5.41 
yi in, by, unto, and upon them, he :-.- 
vill is the alone fountain of al] Being, 
el (x) of whom, through whom,and ,, . 1 
gf to whom are all things, and' he 11.34.35, 1 
+ bath moſt ſoveraign (5) dominion 3% _ . *+, 3 
1, over all creatures, to do by them, Digs : 
1} for them, or upon them, whatſoe- 34 3%, 
{ver himſelf pleaſeth ;* in his fi ight J 
BC) all things are open and mant- 
q feſt, bis knowledge is (a) infinite, 3; 
I. infallible; and indeperidant upon ofrcky. IJ 
k the Creature, ſo as' nothing 1s p 5TH E 
JNÞim cotitingent; or uncertainzhe'? is 2 
; (oſt holy in all his Couricels, in' 3 
(b) all his Works, and in all bis b F144 © 
Commanids;to hiot is due (c) f(roPp3e 2+ 
Angels''and men , - whatſoever Lt. 
worlup, ſervice, or obedience as 
Creas . 


- we L © wh $ 3" 


© Hebs. 4s 


"Of God id of the Ho ly Trinity. * 

| © Diſveonens, they. owe unto- hell 

_ Creator, and whatever he is fur- 
-. therpleaſed to require of them. 


3. In this divine and infinite 

| Being there are three ſubſliſtences, 

F 5.7. Mat. and Holy Spirit, of one ſubſtance 
© 73g :z, power, and Eternity, each having 
2: thewhole Divine Eflence, ( ej yet 
Fig the Eſſence undivided, the Father 
I is of none neither begotten not 

© eg 4.6 5 proceeding, the Son is ('f ) Eters 

: 14 is ; AOY. begotten of the F WOT, the 
E oly Spirit roceeding from 
t- *f _ the'F _— (£) = Son, Ii inf 
Gal. -R nite, without beginning, therefore 
©... but one God, who is not tobe dis 
vided in nature and Being; but 
diſtinguiſhed by. ſeveral peculiar, 
relative properties, and perſanal 
relationsz which doctrine of the 

_ +»; (Trinity 18 the foundation of all 


our Communion with 'God, and 


comfortable dependance on him. | 
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CHAP; 


4s Ns (d)the Father the Word {or Son) | 
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FO Of Gods Derree, | 


CH AP. III." 


te 
| Of GodsDecree. 
* | 
"*. OD hath ( 4a) Decreed in <Wos.-4 
18 himſelf from all Eternity, 1. Eph., *} 
ct bo the moſt wiſe and holy Coun- i al b. 
ers cel of his own will, freely and un- Rom. g. © } 
changeably, all things whatſoever 5 13: * 
comes to paſſe; yet ſo as thereby is |," I 
God neither the author of ſin, (b) Jan I 
nor hath fellowſhip with any ther- Ee 4 
in, nor is violence offered to.the * mY - 
will of the Creature,nor yet is the 
liberty, or contingency of ſecond 
cauſes taken away, but rather ('c)c AR 4 
eſtabliſhed, in which appears his 577. 
wiſdom in diſpoſing all things, and 1. Mm 
eff power, and faithfulneſs (4) in ac- *Numb«/g 
compliſhing his Decree. in 
4y 56 K 

| 2. Although God knoweth _. +{ 
& whatſoever may, or can come to L 
| paſle rom all c e) ſuppoſed condi- *3*: iy ; 


rions;. - 
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* of Godr' Deores, 


tions; yet hath he not Decreed any! 
; thing, Cf.) becauſe he foreſaw 1 it 


or as- that which would 
come to pals upon ſuch condici-W 
Ons. ,” 
; | , By the deerce of God for the 
.c erTim, mani ation of his glory ( g) ſome 
k 2, men and Angels, are predeſtinat- 
1 Jt. ' ed, or fore-ordained to Eternal 
q ks Life, through Jeſus Chriſt ro the 
«1:(þ) praiſe of his glorious grace 3 
,, Others being left to act in their fin 
FE: to. their (7) juſt condemnation, to, 
Þ44 the praiſe of his glorious juſtice. 


4. Theſe Angels and Men thus 
. . predeſtinated, and fore-ordained, 

TIX Tim. are particularly, and unchangea- 
3 Bok bly.deſigned ; and their(k,) num- 
9525 ber ſocertain, and definite, that it 
; Eph. 1: cannot be either increaſed, or r di- | 
f Kone miniſlied: 


f1 


90. | 
* aTim, r, 5, Thoſe of mankind (?) that 


| Drs are predeſtinated- to > ite; God be-: 
2 . fore 
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_ {fore the foundation of the world. -. - 
"was laid, according to his eternal - * 
and immutable purpoſe, and the, -. * 

ſecret Councel and good pleaſure 

of his will, hath choſen in Chriſt 
unto everlaſting glory, out of his c 
meer. free grace and love; (m) Gn 1 
without any other thing in the Eph. 1.6, ' 7 
reature as a condition or caule 7 > 
moving him thereunto. 


% 


6. As.God hath apvointed the :./: : 4 4 
le& unto glory, ſo. he hath by © 1 


_ 


he eternal and. moſt free- purpole _.-. ®! 


ff his will, fore-ordained' (') all 33 Pee | 
he means thereunto, wherefore : Theſa. * 
hey ow are elected, being falg 13 © 5 
n Adam, (p) are redeemed by," uy... * * 
hriſt, >= (4) called Air. > '# 
nto faith in Chriſt, by his ſpirit Rom, 
orking in due ſeaſon, are juſtify- 2 Theta, - 
:d,adopted,ſandtified,and kept by 13+ _ * 
is-powyer through faith (7) unto , , pe, ** 
alvation ; neither are any other 1: 5. I 
edeemed by Chriſt, or effectually -_ 
alled, juſtified, adopted, ſanQifi- 


cd, 
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£ 7; 0 Ords Dee. OM ) © 
Fe E.: Joh. I8- &, and faved, but the Elett & ; 
F- Joh. 17.9. only.” 8 
. - Joh.6.64. 'S 
7, The Dodrine of- chis 's bigh 3 
myſtery of predeſtination, 1s toff 
be handled with ſpecial prudence; 
and care ; that men attending the 
will of God revealed in his wordjf 
and yeilding obedience thereun: 
to, may from the certainty of theit 
= effeCtual vocation, be aſſured offs t 
4 ex Theſ their (t) eternal election; ſo ſhall 
F p25; this dodrine afford matter (#) of 
E * 10. praiſe, reverence, and admiration i 
E- . "range of God, and (x) of humility, diiv 
” - 25.33} ligence, and abundant ( y ) conſolat 
p 50; lation, fo all that fincerely obe) 
— I5 
F 7 ——_ the Goſpel. 


| CHAP. IV. 


-Of Creation] 


T the beginning it pleaſedGod 

he Father, (Son gud Holy « Jotwe, | 
i} Spirit, for the manifeſtation of pF - + 
ſrtegior of (6) his eternal power, Job 26; 26, "Þ 
| om,and goodnels, to Createor |" 

i cke- the wealth, and all things 


þ thereis, ( c) whether viſible or in- ECay &- 7 4 
viſible, in the ſpace of fix days, 5: Ge. «4 
oFland all very good. 


2. After God had made all o- 
ther Creatures, he Created ( d) 4 Gen. wt 
{man, mal and female, with (e) ee 
Weaſonable and immortal ſouls, ren- 7. 

on them fit unto that life to 
F for which they were Created; 
Fpeing made after the image gc 
Yof = {24 knowledge, righteouf : x: py gy 


eſ3-and true holyneſs; having the 
QC Law 


K-, | gRom. 2+Law af God IC ag written in thei i 
F-14415: hearts, and ,powet tq falfill ic J.- 
| | and yet | uhder” a' poſlibility « 

_ tranſgreſſing, being left to the lid] 
berty. of tlieir- own wilt, whidl ( 


"2 z. was (h) ſubje&tto Thallge. | 
. Beſides" the Law writted ll 1 


-#Gen.6; chichr hearts, they received (5) 1 


M4 I command not-to eat of the tree off a 
op X Þ 0 


- 
. 


knowledge” of | good -andi:evib n 

which whilſtthey kept, they-wenfſ'n 
3 -happy ir their Communion: witlifie 
|  EGen, i, God,/and had __—_ @ oy be 
- 39,28. the: Creatures. 
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q Of Divine Providence. 


HED the good Creator of all A 
# things,in his infinite power, (ﬀÞ 
andwiſdom, doth (a) uphold, di- 2Heb. Þ- 
re; diſpoſe, and govern all Crea- 371n,s | 
re rures, and: things, from the Hroaginoltt- _ 
i efteven-to. the'(b) leaft, by þ5 MNar:1ds) - 
og moſt wiſe and holy providence, (t0)29-30,3t7 7 
{the end for the which they, were: \, ..;; 4 
3 Created ; according unto his infal- 1:5 27 © 1 
lible foreknowledge; .and thefree 
and immutableCouncel of bir.(c) « fiukk. 6: L 
{ own:will; 'to! the praiſe of;the ic.” © 
A glory .of bis. wiſdom, power, ”ju- 

' fitce; infinite goodneſs and mer- 2 
Ot 2033 £5. 11595 Þ nzohas IE. 


f - 2. Although in relation tothe 
"| forcknowledge and: Decree of God, 
'' the: firſt canſe, all things come: to 
F-14707 "C3, paſs 


x 


_ paſs ® weble= _ 1 infallibly; ' | 
+ "ſo that there is not any thing, be: 
E  ePro. 16. fallsany (e) by chance, or without: 
| 3B. 8Þ bis Providence; yet by the ſamg; 
; ph ranidence he  ardereth them rof 
4 Al our, according to the mathite 
F f6en.s, of ſecond cauſes, either ( f ) ne-} 
Hap Fenn ) —_ , or ———_— 
Fd 
3: God in bi ordina | Protif 
» dence {z) maketh-uſe of means 5 


ay is:tree (4) to work, without; 
En, and &) againſt them 
lea 


4." The Almighty power, un: 
| Kxtrchable wifdom, and ky 
goodneſs of Eod, ſo far mani 

| themſelves'in 5s Providence, tha 
| FRom.11t þ3z determinate Councel oe 
+ WM ens tendeth it ſelf even to the firſt 
| -2.xChro. fall,” and all other ſinful aCtions 
E #0'be | both of Angels, and Men 3 (and 
that» not By a 'bare grreaganld 
witick "ally he molt Oe 


power: 
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BP. dfdteluerfovidence.” 
"30 powerfully ({&-) boundeth, and = 
4 otherwiſe ordereth ; - 
þ th; in manifold difpy "oY 
his moſt holy (z) ends : yet ſo,as» Gengo 4 
og the ſinfulneſs of their acts proceed- Pryor ; 
ef cthonly from the Creatures, and '_ 
e-F not from God; who being moſt 
tf holy and righteous, 'neither js nor 
J can be, the author or (v) appro- oPlgo;at 
F ver of fin. ; £2 nn 


5. The moſt wiſe, righteous, 
t,E and gracious God,doth oftentimes, 

Tf leave for a ſeaſon bis own children 
to manifold temptations, and the. 
Fcorruptions of their own heart, to * 
I chaſtiſe them for their former fins, © 3 
#g orto diſcover unto them the hids- _©-. 7 
ſREden ſtreggth of corruption, and JY 
tEdeceitfulneſthof their hearts, ( p)?# Chro.' 
x-Jthat thgy may be humbled; and My 3 
to raiſe them to a more cloſe, and 2 Saw-24+ 7 
{conſtant dependence for their ſap-/, Rh _— 
Eport, upon himſelf; and to make + 
Jthem more watchful. againſt all 
dE future occaſions of fin, and for 

(F,95, C 3 _ other” 


n x 7 44 on T ri; OE 3 LIN: FF 
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E = og1t "taker ld mag et Y5%04 
j '.. - {+80 that whggſoever befalls 4 

2 © of hiselet is by bis appointinerity 
3 E_ Ph for bis glory, GY and their _ 
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2 ok As for thoſe wicked and un- 
- godly men,whom God as @ righte- 
FE. ous judge, for former ſin doth 
E- Rom. 1: (#) blind and harden.z from them 
F 7g he not only withholdeth his (s) 
Den. Grace, whereby they might have 
= 24+ been inlightned in their under- 
7  - ſtanding, and/wrought upon'in 
Bo. their[hearts :: But ſometimes - alſo 
4 "eta ig withdraweth (cr) the gifts which 
Z | © they had,” and expoſeth them tq 
[> ” xDeur. > tcb Ws): objeds as their: corrupti- 
FP 30. o#s makes occaſion of vga ; and 
> Ingo " withall (x) gives ther 
-- = Pſal.81.their own luſts, the tewl 
Y Hts ,.the world,and the power of; Satan, 
[ 2out,12. whereby it comes to paſs, that 
b: Exod.8. they (y) harden themſelves, even 
| 75.32. under thoſe: means which: God 
2 = 0. uſeth for the'ſoftning of others, 


i f; 
- fo 28 ” 
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vt doth in Nene vegcd to alc Crea- 
tujes, ſo after a moſt ſpecial man- 4 
rier " it . taketh care of his (z)x Is . 
Church, and difpoſeth'of all things Ames x 3 


to > the good thereof. Ann 
[65 ? 3 


CHAP. VI. J 
- Of the fall 'of Man, of ::} 
n Sin, | and of the p ED: 2 
kf niſhment thereof, | 


'Q : | 

"| Lthough God created. Mare 

by upright, and perfe&, and i 
Fj gave him a righteous law, which "4 
; had been unto life had he kept-it, --5N 
'| (4) and threatned death Ly Gen 2:8 
p the breach © thereof ; yet he 16 = 


| 4id notlong abidein this honour ;/, 
| ©) Satan uſing the ſubtilty of the þ Sen oof +2 of 
"OS to ſeduce Eve, then by her 2Cor. i 

C4 ſe 3. . 
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2mpul : on, W*) Hor Rae 
ths Law of their Creation, ""Y re 
© ;the command given unto them, .inS$; 

eating, the forbidden fruit ; which) 
-W d was pleaſed. according to bis. 1 
'!wiſe and holy Conncel to permie, 
having purpoſed to order it, tq.. 
bis own glory. 


<5 
EE; 


; | 2. Our ficit Parents by this $71, 4 1 
7 + cRom. 3: f6}] from, their ( Cr) original mghte- | 
 ouſneſsand communion with God, li 
and we'in them, whereby - death | 


pA | 23. 
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2 4 Rom 5. came uponall 5 c 'd) all becoming | 
i dead 1n Sir, and wholly defiled, 
f ef us (e).in all the faculties, _ parts, | 
E Cer x7 5 of ſoul, and body. 


F ON. 


fe A. They being the (* f ) root, | 
21g, and by Gods appointment, ſtand- þ 
== rs ing in the room, and ſtead of all fþ 
322-45- mankind ; the guilt of the Sim Fi 
* wasimputed, __ corrupted nature | 
... conveyed, to all their poſteriry 
deſcending from them by ordina- 
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We erntien, being wow ts con orgs __ 
Seived in Sz, and by Natur .chil- 'M 
Bren (b) of wrath, the ſervants of Eph. E 
Fx, the ſubjedas OG), of dtathand3, . «2 
1B! other aiferics, ſpiritual;tempo- empo- 2:6 * 
F, Al and eternal, pot the Lord Ye- Tres. 3 


as (k ) ſet them free. 
Thet I, 


4. From this original corrupti- © - 
n, whereby weare({) utterly in-IRom.s. 
lifpoſed,!Yiſabled, and made op- Pts t | 

ofite to all good, -and wholly in- * 3 
lined to all evil, do (a) proceed «Jem: + 6 


14,15, 
] actual tra nſgreſlions "Hs 14 5 


beIy-,," 4 
I9, ff 

| 5- This corruption of nature, : 
Wuriog this Life, doth (x) remain a Rom.7 
Ja thoſe that are regenerated : rae ” 
Sod although it be through Chriſt 20 b 
CE and mortified, yet both | Joh. bes” f 
Wt ſelf, and the firſt motions there” 'Y 
Þf, are truely and properly (eHow MM 
| $/. | 7-4 $17. : 


"2 "CHAP. VIE F 
2 Of Gods Covenant, 


H E Aiko between Ga 
/ Fr and the Creature is ſo greatY 

* that . although reaſonable Creg 
.: .- iFzres do owe obedience;unto hin 
> *- as their Creator, . yet tty coult 
bk never have attained theteward off 
 - Flak.t7, Life,. but' by ſome/(2) voluntary 
£ Jeb JA  condeſcenſion on-Gods part, whic 6 
3 ' he hath been pleaſed to expreſs,b) 
Dex ion Covenant. & 
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c | + Moreover Mart having | 
—— brocgle himſelf (b)under the cur 
00, 
-- cRom.8. of the Law by his fall, it pleaſed 

hy F n - Mark is, the: Lord to make a Covenant 0 
3” 25.16, Grace wherein he freely offeret! 
| Fs, unto Sinners, (c) Life and Salvath 
| 36-26,27, ON by Jeſus Chriſt , requiring of 
+ Joh. 6.44 chi Faith in him, that they may 


| Bren be ved: and ('d) promif1 ng tc 
ho give 
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= giveunto all choſe ng pr 
"Ted unto eternal-Life, his holy Spi- 
rit, to make them' willing, and. | 
Keble to believe. 


3. This Covenant is vealall in - 
Athe- Goſpel ; firſt of all to Adam 
Jin the promiſe of Salvatiqn by the. E 
F(c) feed of the woman, and after- * Get: 3: 
Jwards by farther ſteps, untill the 
| full (f) diſcovery thereof wasf Reb. r. 
.F<compleated in thenew Teſtament": 2 
IB and it is founded in that(*)Eternal* 2 Tim. 
J Covenant tranſaction, ' that was be- Tha,» 
'Ftween the” Father and the Sor, 
about the Redemption 'of the) - -\,, 
Ble& ; and it is alone by the © 4 
A Grace of this Covenant, that'all 4 2 
JF of. the poſterity of fallen Adam, :.: 5M 
IF that ever were (g) ſaved, did ob-gniebgs 2 
tain-life and a bletied immortali- Sn LY 
44, © 
ty-; Man being now utterly unca- 2;c. 
MW pable of acceptance with God up- Joh#3K. 2 
"© on thoſe terms, on Which Adam” -*-* 3 
b Toodi in his ſtate of 1 InnOcency. 


CHAP. 


a. 


(ITY var. 


Of Chrift the Media 


tore 


TT pleaſed God 1n his eterna 


vat, to chuſe and oalecd A 


the Lord Jeſus his only. begotten 
0x, according to the Covenant 
j made between them both, 
B  aIf4z.r. (4) to be the Mediator between 
- 2Pet.r. God and: Mer 3 the (b) Prophe ] 
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,” "MN On, order; or Government. of the 
F Eph. 4. Church, is igveſted in a ſupream & 
| '*>'*-. ſoveraigne manner, neither can the 

"Pope of Rome 1d any ſenſe be hers I 
t cICT*S 


he I 4 NE 
3 *y 0 
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BE: 'E-44 EIS 
Ad ae 


nt Ws h TY bathe pro Antekt, b 2 Theb © 
ty. "that Man of fin, and Son of per-* * 

all. "d Hition, that exalteth himſelf in 
yy, ſte Church againſt Chriſt, and all - 
Ethat is called God z whom the - 
'L : "Lord ſhall deſtroy with the bright- 
þ:2eſs of his coming. 


- OK 


5. In the execution of this po- 
: * wherewith he is fo intruſted, 
I the Lord Jeſus calleth out of the. -- 3234] 
I: World unto himſelf, through the | %Y : 
; 2Miniſtry of his word ,by bis Spirit, -x 
"(5 choſe that are given unto him 7 Joh 10% 
*by his Father, that. they may \\22Þ: 
Talk before him in all the C1 Did, } 
Lays of obedience, which he pre- ** + , 
ſcribeth to them- in his Word. v1 
hoſe thus called he commandeth —- 
a to walk together in particular ſo- " 
© cieties, or (1) Churches, for their ;1,. 1. | 
mutual edification 3 and the due 1520, þ 
mance of that publick-wor- © 3 
| ſhip, which he requireth of them 
j inthe World. 


bo Thu- 


F & - i; a PS 1” "3 M_—_— Cs | E 4 
_ Sr The. Maths of . the | # 
KD Chutchesare (#») Saints by cal-) þ 
cr > ling, 'vilibly manifeſting and evi- he 
1 dencing ( in and by their, profeſii- 2oor 
; ot! and walking) their obedience” An 


unto that call of Chriſt ; and do'f 


| 2AR.'2. of GeAc Yin of objection | | 


I "ZE to uy” Ordinances of the Go- to. 


> 2 Cor, ſpel. Þ th 


673 £170 4 2: de 
Ef 


"—_ 7: To each of theſe Churches 
:" "thug gathered , according to. his 
mind; declared in his word, he: 
© 9Mat.1g. hath piven all that (o:) power and; 
5x3 authority, which is any way needs. 
4, 5. _ fall, for their carrying on thator-! 
3 2454 ; der tin worſhip;''-and | diſcipline, ©: 

£ 7, 4.4 which he hath avant for them”: 

WÞ to obſerve; with' commands; and 

rules, for the due and right/exerts 


\ Ing, and executing. of that ' por ; 


WET. , 
bs a. : 
'F : 
® 97 4 
: R_ 
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F. NO REN rh 
I: FX? A patticular Church gather--. 
l, and compleatly Organized, 
: Wing to the mind of Chritt, 

onſiſts of Officers, and Members: & 


© 
B+; 
I 3-4 


=_ Fe 
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2 "JAnd the Officers appointed DF. .” 
»JCbriſt to be choſen and ſet apart by 


: "JIthe Church (fo called and gather- 
6d) for the peculiar Adminiſtrati- 
F bo of Ordinances, and Execution 
[ of Power, or. Duty, which he 
'Fiatruſts them with, or calls them 
Jto, to be continued to the end of 
4 th World, are (p) Biſhops or El- ; a8. 26; 
ders and Deacons, 17; _ 


Phil.r.1. | 2 


9. The way | appointed by 
JCbrift for the Calling of any per-. 
-Jſan; fitted, and gifted by. the 
5 Holy Spirit, unto the Office of 
Biſhop, or Elder, in a Church, is, 
*Ithat he be choſen thereunto by the 
*Jeommon(9) ſuffrage of the Church qa&zrg; 
S* Elf; and Solemnly ſer apart by the Wh 
; Faſting and Prayer, with impoſt- nal +y 
tion of hands of the "NElderſhip of 
tho Church,ifthere be any before 4, 1, a 
Con- * 


- Confiitincd Cereltx ; uy pl \ | 
- [AR6. 3. Deacon (5) that he be choſen © jy 
5-5. ' 'thelike ſuffrage, and ſet apart by; 
- Prayer, and the like Loon [7 
| of hands. ' Þ 


The work of Paſtors 
ing -opftingly to attend the Sep 
vice of Chriſt, in his Church 4 
/in the Miniſtry of the Word, and : 
'r a8. 6, Prayer, (t) with watching of |: 
"= their Souls, as they that muſt giv; 
47: 7” an account to him; it is incunk} 
; bent on the Churches to whowſs & 
they Miniſter, not only to give} 
« x 1Tim. them all due reſpect, (z) but "16h Z 
5-17, :8-to communicate. to them of allſ* F- 
Gal. 6. £ 
5, 5, their good things according to? 
their ability, ſo as they may haveJ”, 
a comfortable ſupply, without” 
x2 Tim, being rhemſeives(x) entangled in nj - 
| -2-4 Secular Aﬀairs; and may alſo beſ*; 
Þ. _ 51Tim, capable of exerciſing (5) Hoſpitzſ”, 
' 32. ity toward others; and this 1s re ©. 
z.iCor. quired by the (z) Law of Nature” 
Eh and by the Expreſs order of ou; i: 


6; 


b- To d Jeſus, who. bg AE FIY 
Fithat they that preach the Goſpel, 
(| pie gould five of ; 5 Goſpel. _ 
4] EIT. . Although i it be incumbene 
[- lon the Biſhops or Paſtors of the 
:- [Churches to Q inſtant in Preach- 
Y og the Word, by way of Office; 
F Fet the . work. of Preaching the 
als Word, is not ſo peculiarly confin- 
[cd to them; : but that others alſo. b 
I (2) gifted, and fitted by the Ho-. , a&.rr. '*} 
Ty Spirit for it, and approved,and 7% rn A | 
ud 'F: lled by the Church, may and., 10,1 ;. 
Wy |» Pught to perform tt, 
f þ 12. As all Believers are bound 
4 to joyn themſelves to particular 
Churches,, when and where they 
{have opportunity ſo todo; Soall 
Ki [that are admitted unto the privi- 
I ledges. of a Church, are alſo (b,) 6 1 Thef, + 
| :nnder-the Cenſures and Govern- 514. i 
(ih nent thereof, according to the 614,15. | 
Rule of Chriſt. 
13. No 


73) "Ns © 6; © hag upa ol 
any offence taken by them, ha 4 | 
ing performed their Duty requiret ih x 
of them towards the ' perſon the 
are ofiended at, cnghe to difty a. 
any Church order, or abſent them 
ſelves from the Aſſemblies of the 
Church, or Adminiſtration of anyl I; 
Ordinatices, upon the account a 
ſuch offence at any of their fellow-F;; 
members; but to wait upon Chrifh 
cMat.18. (c)in the further proceeding of the b 
! = <ppA Church, | 4; 
'D " 14: Aseach Church, and all " | ki 
<7 6. Members of it are bound to 1] 
322.6, pray continually, for the goods, 
and proſperity of all the Churchaſy ” 
of Chriſt, in all places 3 and uponſy 
all occafions to further it (every, 
one within the bounds-of theirf ec 
places, and callings, inthe Exerfy; he 
ciſe of their Gifts and Graces) fol 
the Churches ( when planted by 
_ the providence of God fo as they; by 
. "may injoy" opportunity -and ad} C 
YROnEe. for+it) ought to hold} a 
| | come: 


0 T 


A '7 (2 communion: among 
elves for their peace, increaſe of 57 
f] love, and mutual edification. 
>-15. In caſes of difficulties or 
hd { Eferences, either in point of Do- 
Wl | frine, or Adminiſtration ; where- 
Jit either the Churches 1n general 
e concetned, of any one Churcli 
I bi their peace, union, and edifica- 
Al yon ; or any member, or members, 
el 


ny 


xt: 


of any Church are injured, in or 
by any proceedings in cenſures not 
agreeable to truth, and order : it 
( ©: & according to the mind of Chriſt, 
" mm many Churches holding com- 
hunion together, do by their meſ= 
: engers meet to conſider, (f) and fag. rg. 
: j we their advice in, or about that 24-6. 2 
7 ; patter in difference, to be report- "5% 3 
cd to all the Churches concerned ; 
"| howbeit theſe meſſengers afſem- 
02 bled, are not nrtvſine with any 
TI Church-power properly fo called 3 


JÞ or with any juriſdiction over the 


| {Churches themſelves, to exerciſe. 
any  cenſures either over any 


Y 2 5 Churches, 
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impoſe their determination on theſſþ 
-hurches, or Officers. 
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.CH AP. XXVII. 


Of the Communion of : 
Saints. . * 4 


LE $4izts that are anited i 
* Jeſus Chriſt their Head, bj 


I "ig Spirit, and Faith; alchoughl 
| 1.5-Joh, they are not made thereby one 
- 2.16. _ perſon with him, have (a) fellow 


B Phil. 'Y 
"oh "mp * death, reſurreCtion , and Hoh A 
”* i5. 16. *and. being. united to one another 4 
E 1x Cor.iz. in love, they (6) have communion! 'o 
E- - tx 4 in each others ifts,. and graceszB- + 
' - 22, 23, and are obliged to the perfor 


s nes *f. mance of ſuch duties, publick and 


© Rom. x. Private, 18 an orderly way,{c) 4 
_— do conduce to their mutual goo Þp 
Gal.1o. ÞOth. in. the inward and outwardJ* 

2 ILIng 2. Saintghy 


1 


- of Be 
2, $0 Is — are. 
Phound to. maintain an holy fel- 
Flowthip and cotnmunion in the 
| worſhip of God, and in perform- 
ing ſuch other, Toirityal: fervices, 0 
© x a) as tend to their 'mutnal edifi- #Heb.ro © |? 
F: þcation ; as alſo 1 relieving each (#,*% + 
tt ther in (e) outward Things ac- 3-12.13. 
cording to their ſeveral abilities, © 4812+.» 4 
I; and neceſiitiesz which:comtmnni- - 
on. according to the: rule of the 
Pot! though eſpecially to be ex--. 
grciſed by them, in the relations 
herein they ſtand, whether in 
t families, or ( BY Churches ; f vi. 
"yt as God offereth opportunity #, ,, 
Y | 25 to be extended to all the houl- 32-19: -* I 
5J'b hold of faith, even all: thoſe. who FH = 
1] im every place call uponithe nam © — 3 
a 'of the Lord Jeſus; neverthelz1: 
| heir communion 'one with ano- 
FFI:ther as $4ints, doth not takeaway 
eÞor Ch) infringe, the title. or pro- y.a8.5., * 
s | each man-hath in his Epbgts 4 
l, þ2: o0c Sand 6 POO "Y 
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CHAP. 
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by 


- Baptiſm and thel/ 
Lords Supper. 


;# 
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2Aptiſmand the Lords Suppe 
F are. ordinances of politivg 
and” foveraign inſtitutton ; ap 
pointed by the Lord Jeſus the ot 


Hy Law-giver, to be.continued i 
Met28 his Church ( ) to the end of this 


= 2, Theſeholy appointments 
ta; be adminiſtred by thoſe only, 
[oks; are qualified and thereunto 
.called'according (b) to the Ole; 
cn ad, miſſion of Chrilt. | 
he Fes! 
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$7 Aptiſm is an” Ordinance of __, 
4D the New Teſtament,ofrdain-:* ©; ., 
fled by Jeſus Chrift, ro be unto. the + 

WEI party Baptized, a fign 'of his fe 
Filowſhip with him, in his death, «1 
FI&) and reſurreftion; of his being cRom, 4, 2 
WI grafted into him 3 of (4) re-& 5.5 ol 
EEmiflion of fins; and of his (e) gt- Gal-3.27. ©.4 
"Ping up unto God through Jeſus MNy-t+ "28 
FChriſt. to live and walk in new-25 16, 14 
FIG of Life: 7 = 7.977 (Bend IN 
1 EEIetans 10..: 213 17 a+ 


-) LELEEN X14 

[, 2- Thoſe who do atually pro- 3 
= felſe(f) repentance towards God, g1qar,ig, 
ZIfaith in,,. and obedience, | to our 15. ad. 3 
nM Lord Jeſus, are rhe only proper.* 36, 37 
#[hibjeds of this ordinance. 1 
M7 4. 0 


<< 
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FFaptifev. 


F-3 > 2 a : 4 92.4 6 
6 op wy . s pF I x 
__ Leg x mn % 
£2 and 


Q& ” 
44. 88 


| wihac, ter, Wherein the party is. to bel; 

8.38, baptized, in the name of the Fa-ſ 
ther, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 


*. 


þ Mat, z. the pexſor«(þ) in water, is neceſſs 
x6. Joh:3 ry tothe duc adminiſtration of this 
ordinance. 


CH AP. XXX, 


iT H E Supper of the Lord Je 


' the ſame night wherein he was 


MD. 2, Thee CEONE element to be x! 
B £ Na as. uſed i in this ordinance (g) is wa-l. 


bo Immerſion, Or dipping of |: 


GS ES 


Of the Lords Supper. 


ſus, was inſtituted by him, 


- po to be obſerved in bis}. 


Churches unto the end of the} 
world, : 


F- 5. 40S ESE rr Ws "> TAS} - ” / 5 
4 ee Y 2 QT ALY S> ES 3 os x IRS EBT SA (i 25 EEE 4 Bf Ss "PRE" : ” 
4 $5 .% ” Wo JEU NC: THT IS, "OS OF, « 
FORE - 25 $4” LR CR i; x ISS os Ge das ITS de 2; 8 
i 3 ; & d —_- #3 
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= h be F ? q j No ps 4 4 


kf © ola; Kor ch perpetual remem- 
| —_ and ſhewing. forth the fa- 
«crifice of himſelf in his death ( 03* 08 
 confiremation of the faith of belie- way 6 th 
hel vers in all the benefits thereof, - 7 
_ | their ſpiricual nouriſhment, and * 
growth in him, their further in- F 

of; gagement in, and to, all duties 
T?. | Which they . owe unto him; (b) - wy Foe 
17:1 and to be a bond and pledge of zz, * * 

{ their communion with him, and 

With each other, 


, 2. In this ordinance Chriſt 3 1s 
'not offered up to his Father, nor 
| any real ſacrifice made at all, for 

[remiſſion of (in of the quick or 
dead; but only a memorial of that _ 3 
(c) one offering up of himſelf, by © Heb.g. *7 
himſelf, upon the croſle, once for *7* Pp <0 
all; anda ſpiritual oblation of all 8 

& (a) poſſible praiſe unto God for js Cor, 2 

n, 1 the ſame ; ſo that the Popiſh ſa* hag. + 3 

asf crifice of the Maſs ('as they _ it ) 26,27 2 

is} is moſt abominable, injurious to S. 

Chriſts own- only erifice, the I 

| H. 2 alone 


tw © Py ph x Lhe T "= %” 


ct a 
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Ordinance,appointed his Miniſters: 
to Pray, and bleſs the Elements of. 
Bread and Wine, and: thereby to 
ſet them apart from a common to. 
& — - anholy uſe, andto take and break 
þ ex Cor. the Bread ; to take the Cup, (e) , 
3 3:2>2+ and ( they communicating alſo 
3 themſelves) to give both to the / 
Ws Communicants. 


4. The denyal of the Cup to * 


ments, the lifting them up, or car-. 
' _ rying them about for adoration, . 


a 26. tended religious uſe, (f) are all: 


| xo dinance, and to the inſtitution of 
[45 Chriſt. 


the 


A\ 


pak OW ob "at the fs | 


the people, worſhiping the -Ele- | 
and reſerving them for any pre-., £ 


,. contrary to the nature of this Or-. 


5. The outward Elements in 
this Ordinance, duely ſet apart to \. 


# 


< 


3- TheLord Jeſus hath i in this; of 


s uf 
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6. 1 . 4 = S 
by 
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of the ala "ILY 


| "the uſes ordained by Chriſt, have 
fach relation to him crucified, as 
that truely,alttough in terms uſed 
fSguratively, they are ſometimes 
called by the- name of the things 
they repreſent, to wit the ('g ), vita, 
body and Blood of Chriſt ; 27. 
- | albeit in ſubſtance, and nature, 
4 they {till remain truly, and only | 
| (A Bread, and Wine; as they were # x Cor. 


IT. 26, & 
Fefor Go V. 28; 


, FI That dodtrine which, main- 

; Gina change of the ſubſtance of 

- [Bread and Wine;into the ſubſtance 

” JofChoiſts body and blood (comp 

monly called Tranſubſtantiation) . - 

by conſecration of a Prieſt, orby'. . 

any other way, is repugnant not to 

- P&cripture,(7) alone, bur even to? At. z 
common Tenſe and reaſon ; over=-, a6 
throweth the (& nature afthe or< Ve 
Gnance, and hath been.and is the $624,9% 

cauſe of manifold fu perſtitious, - 


Pa of grobs [dolatries.” 
H [3 


EE 
1:33) 5 


7, Wors - 
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- the Loiden Supper. WED 
7. Worthy receivers, outward: |. 
a partaking of the viſible Ele] 
ments in this Ordinance, do then | 
_ inwardly by faith, really and 

deed, yet not carnally and cors ( 


orally , but ſpiritually receive, 
{ x.Cor- and feed upon Chriſt crucified (7) 


, | — all tke þenefits of his death: the | 
- 25 Body and Blood of Chriſt, beingJ* 


* then not corporally, or carnally, 
but ſpiritually preſent to the faith 
_ of Believers, 1n that Ordinance, as | * 
; the Elements themſelves are ta fy 
their outward ſenſes. .- I 
8. All ignorant and ungodly ' 
3 perſons, as they are unfit to enjoy x 
#n2Cor: Communion (#-) with: Chriſt 3 ſo 5 
614 15-are:'they unworthy of the Lords bY 
Table; and cannor without great | 
fin againſt him, while they remain +, 
ych, partake of theſe holy myſte- | * 

"ries, (#\ or be admitted thereun-' 

5 RESET * to: yea whoſoever ſhall receive 
Mar. 7.6. unworthily *are guilty of the Bo- | 
dy and Blood of the Lord, eating 
and drinking judgement to them- 

ſelves. | CHAP. 


© 


+ 


oft th State Ws + Man mn fer D Dok 


& CHAP. XXX. 


r lor the FE of Man af- 
5 ter Death and of the 


e| Reſurrection of the 1 
bo] _ _ Dead. fy = Dl ; 


Y HE Bodies of Men after 2 
% fa Death return to duſt, (a) £532 : L 
and ſee corruption; but cheir 2? 13. 9 s 
Sapls(which neither die nor ſleep) . 
'ha Yog an immortal ſubſiſtence, A 
: | immediately (b ) return to God bEcdef, 
who gave them: the Souls of the 7* 7: 
Th gpreous being then made per- 
_ ket in holynefs, are received into 
| paradiſe where they are with 
| Chriſt, and behold the face of God, 4 
| in light (c) and glory; waiting © 36s 
+ for the full Redemption of their 51,5, 8. - 


'Bodies; 'and the ſouls of the wick- Phil.23 , # 


H4 ed, 27 


4 


x p54 x x & 


H , 


"Of The eftte of Man efter Death. © 
Fd "Ire Tat into hill - where wh, 
remain in torment and utter dark- '} 

| #Juds neſs, reſerved to-('d) the judge- 1 

bz” Pet. ment of the great day ; beſides” 

2 k 16. theſe two places for Souls ſepara- | 

I ' 23, 24- ted from their badjes, the Scrip- Ir 

& - ture : acknowledgeth none. | 


2.:At'the laft day fuch of the 

Y Saints as. are found alive ſhall not 
"#'x Cor. ſleep but be (& changed; and all 
[tees the dead ſhall be raiſed up with 
+ the ſelf ſame bodies,and (F _) none || 
F job 19, other”, alzhough with different”, »I f 
þ ny.” (&)- qualities, which ſhall be uni- Þ; 
"3 | F5-4545 IC Gag to their Souls for ever. : 


The bodies of the unjuſt yo 
"ſhall by the power of Chrift, be . þ, 

”* raiſed d diſhonour ; the bodies of Y | 
| the juſt by his ſpirit unto honour, | 
Eb AR. 24. (Þ) 26d be made conformable. ta 


£75: Johs. his own gloriqus Body. 
28,25 
[Phi-gor 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


IC Yr the Laſt Jadge- 


ment, 


FG OD hath appointed a Day 
wherein he will judge the 
i*y world i in Righteouſneſs, by (4) Je-< A817 _-; 
"fas Chriſt; to whom. all power F.;, 53 
.h nd j judgement is given of the Fa- 27. AF 
Tſhber; in which Day not only the +. a 
ÞP Apoſtate Angels ſhall be judg-# 1 Cor. 6 _ 
; but likewiſe all perſons that * Jt: 6. 
have lived upon the Earth, ſhall. 
Pppear before the Tribunal of 
l rae ; Ce) to give att account of c2 Cor. 
eir Thoughts, Words, and OE 
D eds, and to receive according 14-Mat. - © 
to what they have. done in the 22 36 4 


Indy, whether good or evil. - + 19.12, © 
_ | Mart. 23; 


. The 32 CC. 


"wn 


"Fn the GEF ee . 
ll 2. The end of Gods appoint- 
ES”. ing this Day, is for the manifeſta-J 
- -*. © tion of the glory of his Mercy, in 
b the Eternal Salvation of the Eled&; 
E  dRomy.(d) andof his Juſtice in the Eters 
222} naldammation of the Reprobate, | 
wow are wicked and diſobedi- 
. for then ſhall the Righteous 
[ 4 
hw into Everlaſting Life, arid re- 
ceive that fulneſs of Joy, and Glo-J- 
= - ry, with everlaſting 'reward,. in}. 
+  eMar. 25. the preſence (e) of the Lord : 
2535. but the wicked who know :not}: 
” - 4.8. | God, and obey not the Goſpel of | 
” Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be caſt into E-' 
f Mar. 2. ternal torments, and (f_) puniſhed 
. 45Mir.9 with everlaſting deſtruction, from 
” "2 Theſ.;, the preſence of the Lord, and | 
1 7:8, 5,10. from the glory of his power. _ |, 


2. As Chriſt would have us to 
«-* * becertainly perſwaded that there 
ſhall be a Day of judgement, both 
®- g2Cor. (eg) to deter all men from fin, and Þ+ 
To « out ; for the greater (b) conſolation of} 
1.5.6, 7. the godly, 1 in their adverſity; {o 


Ge, will 


= . IS 
b, >. Ht 
9) ye by 
Y "* 
+ 


| will he have thatday unknown to 4 
Men, that they may ſhake offall _. 7 
J carnal ſecurity, and be always 


| at what hour, the (2) Lord will. ay Be 
come; and mayever be prepared Luk. 13. 
jrofay, (4) Come Lord Jeſs, Come 523% 
| quickly, Amen, 00s 
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watchful, becauſe they know.not 
3 Mar.13, 
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* 
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APPENDIX. 


7 Hoſoever. reads, and impartially 
Y Y conſiders what we have in our © 
-Porgoing confeſſion declared, may rea- 
-Kily perceive, That we do not only con- 

enter with all other true Chriſtians on 

The Word of God (revealed in the Scrip- 

' Fares of truth) as the foundation and-- 

ble of our faith and worſhip:  Butithat 

Fe have alſo induſtriouily endeavoured 

$ manifeſt, That in the. fundamental 

ticles of Chriſtianity we mind the ſame. 

tings, and have rherefore expreſſed our 

Felief in the ſame words, that have on 

& like occaſion been ſpoken by other 

cieties of Chriſtians before us. | 

This we have done, That thoſe who 
deſirous to know the principles.of 

Feligion which we hold and practiſe, 

may 


'. reports; or by the 1 Ignorance or errots 


-: fach other circumſtances as have a necef- 


A may take an | eftiinars- Gen * our felvell; 7 
(who jointly concur in this work) and 
may notbe miſguided, either by undue] 


of particular perſons, who going underf 
e ſame name with our ſelves, may give 

an Accabiod of ſcandalizing the truth we 

profeſs. 

And although wedo differ from our bre|x 

- thren who are Pzdobaptiſts ; -in the ſub-|4 

jet and adminiſtration of Baptiſme, and} 


bY TONS Ike: - IIS : NE AAA ATIIEY 


P 
fary. dependence on our obſervance off. 


that Ordinance, and do frequent ourſſf 
own: aſſemblies for our mutual edificat-I{ 
on, and diſcharge of thoſe duties, andſx 
ſervices which we owe unto God, andſſq 
41a hisfear to each other: yet we wouldJis 
not be from hence miſconſirued, as if the h, 
diſcharge of our own conſciences herein, 
did any wayes diſoblige or alienate our 
aftefions, or converſation from any 6 
 thers that fear the Lord ; but that wel 
may and doas we have opportunity par-ſ 
ticipate of the labors of thoſe, whomſſy 
God hath indued with abilities abow [01 


ouly : 


Gar Eidos. = qualified, .and called to 
the Miniſtry of the Word, earneſtly de 
[xing to approve our ſelves to be ſach, as 
[follow after peace with-holyneſs, and. . 
therefore we alwaies- keep ot bleſſed -_ 7 
vel Irenicum, or healing Word of the Apoſtle 
vel before our eyes; if in any thing ye be 0- 
therwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even - 
&[this unto you 3 nevertheleſs whereto we 
þ[ have already attained ; let us walk by 
the ſame rule, let us hind the ſame thing, 
Phil. 3. v. 15, 16. | þ 
. Let it not therefore be judged of us «7 
ut (becauſe much hath-been written on this. 
For and yet we continue this our; 
ne practiſe different from others) that it js. ' 7 
ndfout of obſtinacy, but rather as the truth; 
ildÞis, that we do herein according to the; 
the beſt of our underſtandings worſhip God, . 
10,} out of a pure mind yielding obedience to! 
2uf his precept, in that method which we 
 ®f take to be moſt agreeable to the Sctip- 
Wei tures of truth, and primitive practiſe. 
at-} . It wonld not become us to give. any. 
om ſuch intimation, as ſhould carry a fem- 


JV [ance that what we do in the ſerviceof 
Ou. | . 


es 


4 


with any ſuch temper ol Kooee that we |: 


- 'thus for the preſent, with a reſervation 


that we will dootherwiſe hereafter upon 


more mature deliberation ; nor have we 
any cauſe ſo to do, being fully perſwad- 
ed, that what we do is agreeable to the 


will of God. Yet we do heartily pro- 


ſe this, that if any of the Servants of 
our Lord Jeſus ſhall, in the Spirit of meek- 


, neſs, attempt to convince us of any'mi- 
ſtake either in judgement or-practiſe, we 


ſhall diligently ponder his arguments ; 


and accompr - him our chiefeſt friend that 
F -ſhall be an inſtrument to convert ns from 
any errorthat is in our ways, for we can-/ 
- nor wittingly do any thing againſt the. 
_- reach, but all things for the truth. 


And therefore we have indeavoured 


4 ſeriouſly to conſider, what hath been al- 
E..- ready offered for our ſatisfation *jn this 


int'; andare loth toſay any more leſt 


F | we ſhould be eſteemed defirons of re- 


newed conteſts thereabout: yet foral(- 


” "muchas it may juſtly be expected that we, 


ſhew ſome reaſon, why we cannot AC- 
_ quieſce 
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[us 5 we ſball wich as much brevity as 


{undertake theſe things for it. © Althoug 
we do find by.Church hiſtory that this 
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may conſiſt with. plainneſs,: endeavour to 


fatisfie the expeQation of thoſe that ſhall 
peruſe what we now publiſh _ in this mat- 


ter alſo. 


iT. Asto thoſe Chriſtians who conſent 
with us, That Repentance from dead works, 
and Faith towards God, and our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, is required in perſons to be Bape 
tiſed; and do therefore ſupply the defect. 
of the(infant being uncapable of making . 
confeſlion: of either ) by others who do. ::; 


hath beena very antient pra- Y 
Ciſe 3 yet conſjdering, that pen ENEMY 
the ſame Scripture which " 4 
does caution: us againſt cenſuring our 
brother, -with whom we ſhall all ſtand * 
before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, does -? 
alſo inſtru us, That every one of us ſhall 


give an accompt of himſelf to God,and what< 


ſoever- ig not of Faith is ſin. Therefore we. ,\ 
cannot, for our own parts be perſwaded.+ 
in our own -minds, to build ſuch a pra- : 

I ctiſe -} 


- 
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 and:Worſhip,” to have recourſe ty the 
F. holy Scriptures, for the information of 


!, our judgment; and regulation of our 
E- practiſe ; being well aſſured that a con- 
þ ſcientious attending thereto, is the beſt 
'- way to prevent, and redtifie our defetts 


ahdertors. 2Tim.' 3. 16, 17. And if any 


A ſuch caſe happen to be debated between 
| Chriſtians, which is not plainly determi- 


nable-by the Scriptures, we think it ſafeſt 


- to leave ſach things undecided until the 
& ſecond coming of our Lord Jeſus; asthey 
b did in the Church of old, until 'there 
= ſhould ariſea Prieſt with Urimand Thum- 
Levine, that might certainly inform them 
© 'of themind of God thereabout, Ezra 2. 
F 62,63. | 


' 2, Asfor thoſe our Chriſtian brethren 
Fin do ground their arguments for In- 
- ants baptiſm, upon a preſumed foederal 
Rs, or Church-Memberſhip, we 
conceive they are deficient in'this; that 
”, albeit this Covenant-Holineſs.and Mem- 
| berth ſhould þ6 as is ſuppoſed, in refc- 


rence. 


*; 
4 

wy 
Fe# 


: dliſe'as this; uot: an nwricten tratitioh.: Þ ih 
| But dorather cool in all-points of Faith' | 


'P [OED les the Fix of alkeweis/i .you'- 

| no command for Infant baptiſm does'tin- A 
e | \mediately and direQty reſult from ſyeh'a 4 
f | quality, or relation. ' 7 
r 


Fas” 


All inſtituted Worſhip receives its WY 2 
- ion: from the precept, and is 'to'be 3 
{ | theteby governed inall the neceſſary cir- 4 
s | -cumſtances thereof. 14 
7 | Sorit was in the Covenant! that God E 
1 | made with Abraham and his Seed. ' The 4 


- | ſign whereof was appropriated-:only to 
t the Male, notwithſtanding that: the fe- .; 
. | maleſced as well as the Male were com- : 
7 | /prehended in the Covenant and part. of * 
- | the Church of God ; neither was; this 
- | ſign to be affixed to any Male Infant till _ - 
Is was eight : dayes old, albeit he was k 
| within the Covenant from the-firſt —_—y 
ment of his life 3 nor could the cw 1 
| | of death, or any other ſuppoſed necelit- * 

, | ty, warrant the circumciſing of him be- ' 

| | forethe ſettime, nor was there any cauſe $ 


forit 3 the commination of being cutoff | 
from his. people; being only upon the". 
gon, or contempt of the precept. : 


I 2 | Righte- | ; 


". Righteous Lot was nearly related to 
|. -Aqrahaminthe fleſh, and contemporary | 
| with him, when this: Covenant was 
| ' made; yet inaſmuch as he did not de+'| 
- , Tcend from his loynes, nor was of. his 
 Hhouſhold family (although he was of the 
| ſame houſhold of faith with; Abraham) yet 
” neither Lot himſelf nor any of his poſte- 
Tity (becauſe of their deſcent from him) 
; were ligned with the ſignatureof this 
} GCovenant that was made with Abraham 
E -; This may ſuffice to ſhew, that where | 
” there was bath an exprefſe Covenant, and | ' 
+ @fign thereof (ſuch a Covenant as did | * 
| Feparate the perſons with whom 1t was | * 
F'. made, and all their off-puing from all the | | 
& xeft of the world, as a people holy upto | 
-- the Lord, and did conſtitute them the | 1 
* viſible Church of God, (though not | 
comprehenſive of all the faithful in the | * 
| world) yet the fignof this Covenant was | | 
” "not affixed to all the perſons that were | | 
* Within this Covenant, nor to any ofthem | + 
: 
? 
{ 


© till the prefixt ſeaſon 3 nor toother faith- | 
| , ful ſervants of God, that were not of de- | 7 
L : Ex | £ | ſcent 8 


IF 
at 


| ſcent from Abrahars. And t 
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that it depends purely upon the will'of 
the Law-giver, 'to determine what fhalf 
be the ſign of his Covenant, untowhon, © 
at what ſeaſon, and upon what terms, Tt 
ſhall be affixed, = 
If our brethren do ſupp ole baptiſin to 4 
| be the ſeal of the Covenant which God _ ! 
makes with every beleiver Gofwhich the 
Scriptures are altogether filent) it is not 
our concern 'to contend with them here» -; 
in ;yet we conceive the ſeal of that Cove- 1 
nant is the indwelling 'of the Spirit of 4 
Chriſt in the particular and individual _ 
rſons in whom he refides, and nothi 
elſe, neither do they or we ſuppoſe: aher 
baptiſm isin any ſuch manner ſubſtitared. 
in the place of circumciſion, as tohave 
the ſame (and no other latitude, extent, ." 
or terms, then circumcifion had; Sopi_k. 
was ſuited only for the Male children, 
baptiſm is an ordinance ſuited for e 
beleiver, whether male, or femal, Ther 4 
extended to all the males that were bore + 
Tn Abrahams houſe, or bought with big 
" "6s equally with the males that pra 4 | 
> I 3 my 


| cheded kom: this' own +4 3eweh ; but TOR: | 
| viſe 4s; not-{o far extended in any true. | 


. Chriſtian Church that we know of, as to 


| beadminiſtred to all the poor infidel ſer- 


.. yants, that the members thereof purchaſe 


for their ſervice, and introduce into their | 
s ho - 'nor. to the children born--of 


F ” them in their houſe. | 
] But, we. conceive the ſame parity of 
A meaſoning may hold for the ordinance of 
+ Haptifmasfor that of circumciſion 3 Ex; 
odws 12. 49. viz. one law for the ſtran- | 
, as for the home born : If any deſire 
tobe admitted to all the ordinances, and 
priviledges: of Gods houſe, the door j js 
pen ; z upon the ſame terms that any one , 
4 n-was ever admitted toall, or any 
Þ: mf thoſe priviledges, that belong to the 
F Chriſtian Church ; may all perſons of 
| xight challenge the like admiſſion. 
- As for that-text of Scripture, Rom. 4. 
11: He receined circumciſion a ſeal of the 


4 righteouſneſs of the faith which he had yet | 


being uncircumciſed 5 we conceive if the | 


| Apoſtles ſcope. 1n that-place be duly at-| 
Y tended — wall PPrns That no argument 


Qi —a IVY hay ———_ i Ee ors 


cal | 


| ſatis | 


Circumciſio nibil 
eſt ratione 


evanuerat , adimpleto 
Precipue ejus fine ob 
quem fuerat inſtitu- 
id; Iſtum finem ex- 
bibet Apoſtolus in 
verbis iſtis Rom. 4+ 


II. agpetichs F Nugtoav- 


mls © m5 6as 7 oy dngoburie. 2 


At vereor ne a pleriſ- 
que werſtonibus non 


nem cireumciſionis, 


'& «97 Apeſtoli, 


x 
FOI 
; "i 3.4 | 
| #3 
op $ 7 $ . i 


habita 
temporis, jam, enim 


| fant, baptiſm ; and foraſmuch. as we fin ne v4 
| afull we fair account of thoſe words 'g 
ven-by the | learned: Dr. Lightfoot  ( 
man' not to be ſuſpected of partiality mn” 
this controverſie) in his Hor. Hebraj, on- 
the I Cor, 7. 19.p. 42, 43- WE ſhall tranf”. 
cfibe his words at large, without aby 
comment of our own upon them. 


Circumetfion ion. is 


nothing, if we re= + 
ſpect the time, for 2 


uſe, that end of it 


being elpecially ful- 


filled ; for- which 1 it 


had bec inſticuted: | 
this end the*Apd- * 


ſtle decla res in theſe 
words, Rom, 4.1 I; 
agate, Bc. But I fear 


that. by moſt tranſe . 


eftentur ad fi lations they are not 


ſufficiently ſuited to 
the end of circum- 
I 4 ciliqn 


/ 
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| 4 
_ 


14 
4S 
« 45 Y 
I. + 

a. = 


> "2 


'N 
$4 'Y 


= 
Y 
*< 


*Y wy y 3 
TH 


' Tr liquid de fuo. 


$652” 33 His ; Wrieſins- 


, And after the Doftor hath refine] 
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ili Jad the ſcope 
of the Apoſtle ,whilft 
ſomething of their 
own is by them in- 
lerted, 


diverſe verſionsof the words agreeing for 
b the moſt part in ſenſe with that which 
| we have 1 in Qur Bibles he thus proceeds. 


| die it eundem © 


ac fi cir- 
| caſio ran 
Ly" Amo | 

tie og 


B —_ 

guar babnit,Aunt 
2 hdboe foret preputi- 
| 48; quod non ne- 
gabinins aliqualiter 
Verum eſſe, at credi- 


RE”TT, cireumciſionens 


longs alis precipus 
reſpexiſſe. 


_ fon 
3. 


Other, verſions 
are to the ſame pur- | 
poſe; as if circum- 
cifion was 'given tq 
Abraham for. a Seal 
of that Righteouſ- 
neſs which he had 
being yetuncircum- 
ciſed, which we will 
not deny to be in 
ſome ſence true, but 
Wwe believe] hat cir- | 
cumciſiothad chief- 
1y a far different re- 
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 Abrahamo 


accepit circumei(io- 


nis, figillum juſtitiz 


fidei, quz futura 1n 
przputto 3 que futu- 


14 djev, non que fue- 


rat. Noz que fuerat 
adhuc 
preputiato, ſed que 
futura ſemini ejus 


preputiato, id eft, 


' gentilibus, fidem olim 
 Abrahami 7mztatu- 


Fs. 


Nunc adverte bene 
qu4 dotaſione inſtitu- 
tz Abrabamo cir- 
. enmciſto, ponens tibi 


| ante oculos hiſtorian 
| {ejus, Geng17- 


W x 
TA / 4 v 
| nr 
ſe ad. 


#4 


+ <6 <2 Ls; ; : oh POIOLE <p 9 Yaſh in Re?" 
: We I Aug Wl ED” 8? Il 
OED —* WY. - 
| an {ppt 
6, 5 
Liceat mibi verba 


fe reddere.Erfignum 


WEE 


| Cive me ls I 
Fe: to render the 


words3, And be-re- 


ceived the ſign of cir- 
curciſion,* a ſeal of 
the Righteouſneſs of 

Faith, which was to © n 
be im: the uncircumcie 


fron, Which was to be _ 


(I fy .) not'wbich 
had been, not that” _ 
which Abrahams had . * 
whilſt he was yet | 

uncircumciſed ; but 
that which *his une 
circumciſed "ſeed ' 
ſhould have, that is © 
the Gentiles; who in} 
time to come ſhould 
imitate the faith of, 
Abraham. - 

Now conſidet® 
well On V hat OCCa- - 
ſion circumciſion ' 4 
was inſtituted unto 3 
Abraham ſetting be= } 

tore 4 


 Fit-prims ei bec 
promiſſio, Multarum 
Genttum eris tu pa- 


plicat Apoſtolus, iſto 


_ Jubjungitur duplex 
Hrs rei corrobo- 
rande;immutatioſci- 
licet. nominis Abra- 
mi 72 Abrabamum; 
.& inſtitutio Cir cums 
- eiſbonis 2 v. 4. Ecce 
mijhi recym eſt foe- 
Jus, eris tu pater 

[tarum gentium. 
| "Quare oncatum eft 
omen ejus Abraba- 
m8? Ir hgillationens 
bs Fain: promiſſtonis. 
þ, T6 Pater eris mul- 
- tarum gentium. Et 
| Juarc inſtituta & cir- 
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fore thine eyes the 


. rer(quonam ſenſu ex- 
capite ) & ſubinde 
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hiſtory thereof, Gen, 
I7 

Chis promiſe is 
firſt made unto him, 
Thou ſhalt be the Fa- 
ther of many Nati- 
ons (in what ſenſe 
theApoſtle explain- 
ethin that chapter) 


and then there is ! 


ſubjoined a double 
ſeal for the confir- 


mation of the thing, 
to wit, the change + 


of the name Abram 
mto Abraham. and 


the inſtitution of cir- 


cumciſion. v.4. Behold 
as for me, my Cove- 
nant is withthee, and 
thou ſhalt be the Fa- 
ther of manyNati 
Whereforf "was his 
name called Abra- 
ham? for the ſeal- 


ing 


n ramcifs)I faillari- 


| Oren ejuſdem pro-+ 
miſſs onis, Tu Pa-, 
ter eris "multarum- 
 Gentium. -7ta ut hic 


ſit ſenſus Apoſtoli,in- 


ſtitutioni circumci- 


.fhonis congruenti(ſ1- 


mus: accepit lignum ſhalt be the Father of 


circumciſionis, þ ſigil- 


Jum juſtitie fiaei, 


quan olim erat in- 


gircumciſio (vel Gen- 


tiles ) habitura & 


44eptur. 


ſS - PPYAN erat 
| Abrahamozzaturole, 
{roars &: fidele. 


agreeable to the 1n- 


twofold ſeed, nabys 


ng 4 hap prom nt *_h 
Thou ſhalt be the Fas © | 
ther of many Nations 
And  wherefore 
was circumciſion in- 
ſtituted to him? For 
the ſealing of the 
ſame promiſe. Thox 


many Nations. SO 
that this is the ſenſe 
of the Apoſtle, moſt - 4 
ſtitution of circum- 
ciſion 3 he received _ 
the ſign of circum- 
cilia 2 a ſeal of the -? 
Righteousneſs of © 4 
Faith which in time” h 
ta come the uncir- 
cumciſion ( or _ 
Gentiles. ) 
have and Ber 
Abraham had a. 


74, ofthe Jewszam b 


”.  diffinGionem, 


J þ Santis ' credemti> 


|.  ins:ſignatur naturale 
| figno 7 tvedabekl tonis, 


. prim® quidem in ſui 
ab 
omnibus aliis - gen- 
tibus,' dum eg non 
adhus forent ſemen 
Abrahami; at pre- 


 Cipue in memoriam 
.  juſbificationis genti- 


um per fidem, cum 
Tandem forent ejus 
ſemen. Ceſſatura er- 
go merito erat cir- 
| ' camciſio, cunintro- 
Aucerentur Gentiles 
_ all fidems,quippe quod 
tunc finem ſunm ul- 
FHmmune a0 precipunn 
obtinuerat,ct perinde 


8 Topo eINv 


2d its laſt " chief 


ally 
Tial of the juſtifica- 
tion of the Gentiles 


G. 


prone 'of the be. - 
Jeving” 
his natnral ſeed-was | 


Genriles:; 


ſigned with the ſigh 
of circumciſion, firſt 
indeed for the di 
ſtinguiſhing of them 
fromal{ other Nati- 
ons whilſt they as yet 


were not the ſeed of 


Abraham, but eſpect 
for the memo- 


by faith, when at 
length they ſhould 
become his ſeed. 
Therefore circum- 
ciſlon was of right 
to ceaſe, when the 
Gentiles were 
brought in' to the 
faich, foraſmuch as 
- then it had obtain- 


Thus 


; end, & thenceforth | 
IP - Ireumciſu on is nothing. * 


s 


not his authority, but the evidence of _ 


- This far he, -widchi\ we earneſtly defire - i. 
may be ſeriouſly weighed, for we plead y 


froth! in his words. ; 

3: Of whatſoever nature the holineſs 
of the children mentioned, -1 Cor: 7, 12; 
be,yet they who do conclude that all ſach 
children ( whether Infants or of: riper 
years) have from hence an immediate 
right to baptiſm, doas we conceive put 
more into the concluſion; then will be 
found 1 in the premiſles. 

For although we donotdetermine po+ 
fitively concerning the Apoſtles ſcope'in 
the holineſs here-mentioned, ſoas to ſay 
it is this, or that, and no other thing 54 
Yet it is evident that the Apoſtle does'by 
it determine not only the lawfulneſs bur. 
the expedience alſo of a beleivers coha- 
bitation with an unbeliever, in the ſtate 
of FR - 


»P 


. And we do think that although the | 


+ — of. the *unbelieving 
your 


I | orExtent of the holineſs here intended, 


Kb -- lever. houkd: carry in-it choeminater more 
 thenis-inthe-bare- marriage of two infi- 
' dels, becauſealthough the marriage cove- 
nant have a divine ſanCtion ſo asto make 
the wedlock of twounbelievers a lawful 

- Ation,and their conjundtion: and cohabis 
tation in that reſpe& undefiled, yet there 
might - be no ground to ſuppoſe from 
thence, that both' or either of their per- 
| ſons are thereby fariftified'; and the Apos 
ſke urges the cohabitation of a-believer 
' with an infidel in- the ſtate of wedlock 
from this ground that the unbelieving 
- husband is ſan@ified by the. believing 
wife ; nevertheleſs here you have the 1n- 
fluence of a believers faith aſcending from 
an inferior to a ſuperior relation ; from the 
wife to the husband whois her head, be- 
; foreit can deſcend to their off-ſpring.- And 
therefore we ſay, whatever be the nature 


we concetve. it cannot convey to cha 


m——_ 


- children an immediate right to baptiſm z 
becauſe it would then be of another nas 


_ ture,and of a larger extent, then the roolF} 
Gy ti 
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| 5nd original from whence i it is derived 4} ws 
E | for it is clear by the Apoſtles argumeit* - 

- | that holineſs'cannot be detived to the 1 
- | child from the fanQity of one parent on- - ? 
e | ly, .if either father or mother beGinthe 
il | ſenſe intended by the Apoſtle) unholy or 
» | unclean, fo will hs hg be alſo; there- 
e | fore. for the production of an holy leed' | 
m | jt is neceſſary - that both the- Parents be 
r- | fanCtified ; and this the Apoſtle pofiriye- 
0* [ly aſſerts in the farſt place to be done by 
& | the beleiving parent, akhough the other 
k | be an unbeliever; and then conſequetss 
8 | tially from thence argues; the holinefof 
1g their children.” Hence it follows, thatas 
n- the children have no other holineſs then 
# [what they derive from both their Ds. 
ne f rents 5 ſo neither can they haveany ri 

& [by this holineſs to, any ſpiritual privi-: 
1d [ledge but ſach as both their Parents did 
re | alſo partake of : and therefore if the'nn- 
d, [believing Parent ( though ſanctified by." - 
he [the believing Parent) have not thereby a 
j* right to baptiſm, neither can we con- 
Fieve, that there.is any ſuch priviledge, 
Ferived tothe children by their birth-ho- 
[ines Beſides ,. #4 
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chiidren, would not at all have been in 
queſtion, when this Epiſtle was written; 
but might have been argued from their 
paſſing under that ordinance, which re- 


preſented their new birth, although they- 


3 had derived no holineſs from their Pa- 


q rents, by their firſt birth;and would bave: 


layenas an exception againſt the Apoſtles 


inference, elſe were your Children unclean,. 


".&c. But 'of the ſanctification of all the. 
children of every. beleiver by this ordi- 
nance, or any other way, then what 1s 
 beforementioned, the Scripture is alto- 
|. getherſilent, _ 
©  -This may be alſo added; that if this 
birth holineſs doqualifie all the children 
_ of every believer, for the ordinance of 
. baptiſm; why not for all other ordi- 
nances? for the Lords Supper as was pra- 


Riſed for a long time together 2 for if re-- 
courſe be had to what the Scriptures | 
you 


" Beſides if; it had been the uſual prattiſe. | 
"5n.the A poſtles dayes for the father or. | 
F mother hos did beleive, to bring all their 
children with them to be baptiſed 3 then, 
the holineſs of the beleiving Corinthiany, 
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| _ cnicrally ri yjelt 3v it wi dg. 
Þabd, that: he ame qualities: which ( F-3 W 
iptitle- any- perſon to: baptiſm; do fo alſo - 
for? the | participation of 'all the Ordi= ? 
'nances, and priviledges of the hoyſe of 
a | God;.that are: common to all believers, 
5 Whoſoever can: and does' i interrogate 
r | his good Conſoience towards. God when - ! 
- | heis baptiſed (/as-every one muſt do that ad 
y- | makes it tohimlſeIf a fign of Salvation) w 7 
3-: | capable of doing: the a thing, in eve= ©: 
7e: uf other at of worſhip that ke perforins; 
es | | 4. The arguments and” inferences fg 
"* are Maally brought for, or againſt In- _ 
ie. | fant; baptiſen from: thoſe i few inſtances © - 
i- | which the Scriptures afford'1us'of whole 4 
families being: baptiſed ;-are-only cone - 2 
o- | jeftural; and therefore cantiot of th herr 
ſelves, be conclative oncithec hand + yet ; 
iis | 18! regard moſthat treat:ow'this ſubje@ 5 
en | for Infant baptiſm, do = 4 F 
of | improve theſe inſtances to2rtisad vantage 2 
Ji-. | of their argument - we thimk'it meer (it _ 
-a- | Ukermanner asin the caſes -before ments 
<< | oned ſo in this) tp ſhew the pale W. 
jk inferences, | 
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_ Hiler ofthe Epnagogur,beliencd God with 
edch of thrit thonſes.” The-howſhold of 'Stes 
 "phanpsdddiftdthemſelnes ty the Menaſe 
of the: $hidtlic 10 [that thus: far Wor 
” . Pigy anchileditving . runs parallel: wich 
_  Beptiſtec © Ahdif Lyd;a, had been a: Mars 
_ vigd perſon, whenſhe believied, iris pro. 
E * able her; husband wotild-alfo: havebben 
- named bythe Apoftle;; ag like caſesgjn- 
-- aimuchegheiwould have been.not[only 
So xe, bue; the. head. of: hue: ba priſed 
- [+ 2FO #1114417} VIE 
PE. -Whoicon aben _ epitobable reaſon, 
* Why cheApplile ſhould make mention of 
- faws,or fixcheuſholds being baptiſediand 
- ne mores: arwhy he doesſo.oftenviry 
$5 metliad-bfhis ſfalutatians, Ronp.'2; 6. 
Daetimes mentioning only: particular 
= of: '&at: note,. 'Obher timesfkchs 
- and the Chatcb jo their houſe ? the Saints 
that were-with them;and:them belang ging 
to Narciſan, who were inthe Lord:gchus 
fGluting [cicher: Whole: fanjilies, or pavt of | 
_— or only particnlen perfonsin ſai :|* 
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| wmilies, conſidered. that Neon 36 
| Lord, for if it-had been Gy ulaal eng | 
to "haptize. all childcen, with the Aria 
rents.z; there wete. then many 1 thouſa ls . © 
- of the, Jews which believed, and a great [ 

 aumber of the Gentiles, in; molt, of the _ 


. principal Cities.io the, World, and among .: 
ſo many thouſands.it is more then proher - 
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* | ble there would have. been: ſom 
1 | ſands. of houſholds, baptiſed 5 5,1 oF 
x haul the: A poſtle um r this x b 
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0 in the Rona tes ob times... W Y doit 


confeſſ,gur ſees guilty beforc the _=4 
an, that; we have nat with: Dre; :Clrcum- 


ſpettian, and diligence train'd. he "hone ole 
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” anddohumbly _ earneſtly pray, that 
>. our omiffions herein may be remitted, 
and that they may not redound to the 
* nee of our ſelves, or any of ours : 
}- Dut with reſpect to that duty that is in- 
| cumbent on us, we acknowledge our 
ſelves obliged by the precepts of God, 


and admonition of the Lord, to teach 
E . them hisfear, both by inſtruction and ex- 
| ample ; and ſhould we ſet light by this 
; Þprecept, it would: demonſtrate that we 
© are morevilethen the unnatural Heathen, 
 *thatlike not to gggain God in thetr know- 
| ledge; our baptfim might chen be j uſtly 
- accompted, as no baptiſm tous. 

E. # 2s ere are many ſpecial promiſes that 
do incourageusaswell as precepts;that do 


|. oblige ys ''to the cloſe purſuit of our du- 
| Xy hetein': that God whom we ſerve, 
being jealqu$ of his Worſhip, threatens 
6. * the Yiting of the Fathers tranſgrefſion 
upon the children to the third and fourth 


does more abundagtly extend hismercy, 


| © to bring up our children in the nurture 


generatioti of them that 'hate him : yer | ' 


. even-to thouſands { reſpefing the oth |. 
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for prohibiting the acceſs of little chil- 'I 
on them, and, bleſſe them, does declare, 


| that deſired to know what they muſt do 3 
1n the neceſſary cuty of repentance and 
them, by that promiſe which had r 
if our Lord Jeſus 1a the forementioned * 


children (as clſewhere) as to their mecks-* 
neſs, humility,and ſincerity, and che like -; 


_ tioning the aforeſaid promiſe, do bolt wo 
'not only the preſent and ſucceedin L 
nerations of thoſe Jews, that heard 
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and Rec pg cenewntow Jl 
' them that love him; and- keep! his com: | 'Y 
When our Lord rebaked his diſciples 


dren that were brought to him,” that he 
might pray over them,.:lay his hands up- 


that of ſachs is the Kingdom of God. Aud then 
Apoſtle Peter in anſwer to their enquiry, 


to be ſaved,. does not only inſtrut them *; 


baptiſm'; but does alſo thereto eacoura E A 


rence both to them, and their children';. 1 
place, do not reſpet the qualities of 
but intend alſo that thoſe very perſang 4 


and ſuch like, appertain to the Kingdonn . 5 
of Gad), and if the Apoſtle Peter in mens ? 


K 3 


b, 
Lg 
" 


CE - 


$ tte Ap fure) yrs "alſsthe jeſs 
* ate off- ſpring of his *auditors 3 whether 


| ori relate to'the gift of the Holy 
| Spirte, or 'of eternal life, or any grace, 
or priviledge tending to the obtaining 
| thereof; it is neither our concerne for 


our ter to confine the mereies, and 


_ promiſes 'of God, to a more-narrow,' or ' 


 teſſe compaſſe then he is pleaſed gratt- 
| Guſly to offer and: intend them not'to 


"Have a-Jight eſteem of chem ; but are 6- | 
| Bliged i m duty to God; and affedtionto 


' Bir children; to plead earneſtly with 
God and uſe Gr vtttioſticncavorire? at 
- both onr ſelves, and our off- -ſpring -m 


— be" pattakers of his Merctes and gracious he 


5 we cannot from eſther of 
b heſs texts collett aſuffitent warrant for 
' ns to baptize our children before they 
are inftrufted in the principles of the 
| Chriſtiarr Religion. 

Foras tothe inſtance tn little cliidieg, 


[ ir ſeems by the diſciples forbidding them, 
> that they were brought'upon fome other 


g6county not {o T0 as Baptiſm miſt 
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F | ſuch as'were then Mm ther fathers: familys,- 


- ginning believers children-had = 
mitted'thereto:: and no accountlis given: 
whether their. parents were: AY 
levers or not 5-:and' as tothe: taftange of 3 
the Apolile 3 if the following wafdsand 
practiſe, may betaken as: ah-1aterpretati> 
or of: the ſcope of that:;ipnomiſe/ we 
cannot conceive it- does: refer:to [infant 
| baptiſm, becauſe the text does preſently 
ubjoyn; Ther they that gladly. received 
' the word were baptiſed. 20th 

+ "That there were:ſome believitig chibs .Y 
dren of believing parents ini the:Apoſtles- 
dayesi8evident from the Scriptyres, even 


and under their parents tuitiong:andedus. 
cation; to whom the Apoſtle! inifeveral . 
of his Epiſtles tothe. Churches, giveth 
commands: to:obey: their parents/1- the - 
Lord ; and does allure their tender; years 
to hearken to this precept, by reminding 
them that it is: the Hrſt cammaud with - 
promile. 

Anditis readnded by him fo the praiſe 
= — and: encouragenientsiat pap. 
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F *ble of it; there might be firſt a _ 
3 is| 


godly inſtruction, that 


holy Scriprures. | 

['Fhe-i Apoſtle "gm rejoyced atl) 
-when he found. of the children hows E- 
let Lady walking inthe truth; and the 
children of her Eled&Siſter joya with the 
_ Apoſtle in his ſalutation. 

But thatthis was not generally fo, that 
all rhe. children of believers were -ac- 


counted for believers(as they would have 4 


. "been if | they had been all baptiſed). may 
becolletted from the character which the 
Apoſtle ves of perſons fit to be choſen 
-t0 Eiderfi ip ia the Church which was 
*not-common to all believers; among o- 
. thers this is expreſſely one, vis. If there 
be any having believing, or faithful chil- 
dren, not accuſed of Riot or unruly; and 
xe may from the Apoſtles writings on 


the ſame ſubject: collect the reaſon of this | 


ualification, viz. That in caſe the perſon 
: defigned for this office to teach and rule 
in the houſe of God, had children capa- 


F | : refits be kinds; to at and. children ; 
—_ _ t6.atrehd to | 
-* Ned Cybpee! from-a-child, he had known the 


_ 
_— 


I # 


3 exerciſe of this authority inthe Chiirchy } 


4 prolix, 'which are frequently introduced || 


Rs eas o 112 


%;, 'T - 34 


"bis pability; indulig; an tucceile ' meh 
_ workinhisown family 5 and-privatecas 


pacity, before he 'was ordained toi thy 4 


in a publick-'capacity, as'a Manas in the. * 
houſe of God. 7 $2 

Theſe things we have nencloada | 
baving a dirett reference unto thezcon- 
troverlie between our brethren and us $4 
other things that are more: abſtruſe'and 


into this controverſie, but do not necef- 
farily concern it, we have purpoſely-a+ l 
voided ; that the diſtance between us 2 
and our brethren may not be by us made 
more wide;' for it is our duty, . and-cons 
.cern ſo far as is poſlible for us = 
a good-confcience towards God )to ſeek | 
a moreenttre agreement and reconciliatly; 
on with them. > * + {7:22 
- We arenot 1nſenſible that as to the ors 
der of Gods houſe, and entire communios ! 
therein there are ſome things wherein we 
(as well as others) are not at afullaccard* 
among our ſelves, as tor Ras > 5/ tho 
pd now 


% 
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| Glourred divers of us, \chac have amd 
9 this Confeffion is: ſuch 5 that WE cans 
| toe 'hold Eheich<ominiznian: with any 


_ others of us have a greater liberty and 
jus in-our :fpirits that/'way 5 and 
_ therefore we have purpoſelyiomitted the 
- mention of things of that nature, that we 
= concurre, '#n giving this evidence 
* of onragreement, both-among our ſelves, 
F and withother good Chriſtians, in thoſe 
E- t articles| of the Chriltian Reli- 


J | rowing weal}l eſteem it our chief 
+ concern, both among our ſelves, and-all 
” pthers that in every place :callupon the. 
| name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
b —_— and ours, and love him in "th 
= cerity, to endeavour to keep.the unity 
-- of the Spirit, in the bond of peace; and 
| jrorder thereunto, to exerciſe all lowli- 
© neſs and meekneſs, with long-ſuttering; 
3 pbening one another in love. 

s -:\ And weare pred if the ſame me- 
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- other + then! :Baptized-believers ; _ _ 
- Churches conſtituted of ſuch; yet ſome 
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gion, mainly infifted on by us: and this 
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who agree with avin'all the amy 3 
articles of the Chriſtian faith (thought 
they do not ſo in the ſubject and-adminis 
| frationof baptiſm) it would ſoon 

a better underſtanding, and brorherly 
affection between us. " 

In' the beginning of the Chriſtian 
Church, when the doQtrine of the baptiſm 3 
of Chriſt was not univerſally underſtood, 4 
yet thoſe that knew only the baptiſm of 
John, were the Diſotples of the Lord Job. ; 
ſus; and Apollos an eminent Miniſter of, 
the Goſpel of Jeſus. 

Tn the beginning of the reformationof | 
the Chriſtian Church, and recovery ffom 
that Egyptian darkneſs wherein our fores © 
fathers for many generations were held 
in bondage ; upon recourſe had the 
Scriptures of truth, different PHreheney 
ſflons were conceived, which are to- ellis.» 40 
time contiftiued, concerning the pratlle... 
of this Ordinance. 5d 

| Lernot our zeal herein be miſitterptes .;} 44 
red: that God whom we ſerve'is get 
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ET O T bis tn By his gracious provi- | 
| dence'the Law thereof, 1s continued a- 


_ to.conſult the divine oracle, 


| Mi abernacles (which for many centuries of 
cordi 


3 . not have been kepr in due order, 
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-us3 'and we are. forewarned by 
what hapned i in the Church of the-Jews, 
that it js neceſſary for every generation, 
and that frequently in every generation 
compare 
our worſhip with the rule, and take heed 
to: what dofQrines we receive and pra- 
. fe... | | 

;Jf the' ten commands exhibited i in the 

piſh-. Idolatrous ſervice books had 
1=EE as the entire law of God, 
_ becauſe they agree in number with his 
ten commands, and alſo in the ſubſtance 
_ of:nine of them : - the ſecond Command- 
- ment forbidding Idolatry had been ut- 
| cenly loſt. 

+ If Ezra and Nehemiah had not madea 
t ſearch into the particular parts of 
” Gods law, and his worſhip; the Feaſt of 
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ars, had not been duly obſerved, ac- 
to the inſtitutiov, though it was 
——— in the general notion) would 
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So may it benow as to many. thine : r6- £ 
lating to, the ſervice of God,: which do! * 
. | retainthe names proper to them'in their 
1 | firſt inſtitution, but yet through inadver- 
2 | tency (where there 1 is no ſiniſter deſign.) © 
| | may vary in their circumſtances, from? 
- | their firſt iaſtitution, ' And if by means -* 
of any antient defection, or of that ge- 
z' | neral corruption of the {ervice of God, #7 
| | and interruption of his true worſhip, and "2 
, | perſecution of his ſervants by the Anti- * 
s | chriſtian Biſhop of Rome, for many 4 
> | rations; thoſe who'do conſult the Fora E 
- | of God, cannot yet arrive at a full and. 3 
. | mutual fatisfation among themſelves, * - 
what was the pradtiſe. of the primitive | 
| | Chriſtian Church, in\ſome points rela- # 
f | ting to the Worſhip of God: yet inaſmuch 7 
| as theſe things are not of the eſſence of + 
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Chriſtianity, but that we agree..in.. the _./ 
fundamental doctrines changes we do”: 
> | apprehend, there is ſufficient ground to | 

lay afide all bitterneſs and prejudice, and. - 
10 the ſpirit of love and meeknels to ime 
bracg | 


each other therein ; : leav- 

ther at libeity to perform ſuch 
ices, wherein we cannot con-: 

rt unto. God, according to the 
our underſtanding. 


